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CHEW VALLEY SKYLINE, 1987

Saturday was fine, so was Monday. What happened to Sunday, then? The
Chew weather jinx? Ah well! Adds interest, I suppose. Bob Ashworth's camp
followers certainly thought 30, a5 he took them paddling in Chew Reservoir
(he can't always get it right).

Bob, who had trained hard through the winter, was confident of vietory, and
though he led the pack as far as Alphin, he was outsprinted on the run-in by
Maleolm Patterson, to lose by one second. One second down again, in third
place, a disappointed Billy Bland had been heard to say on the start line that
he really wanted to win this one.

TF = elag caused problems for the checkpoint marshalls, some of whom had
difl. ilty locating their targets. In fact the Featherbed squad never made it at
all, When, after over half the field had finished, [ met a rather shell-shoecked
looking Roger just returning from a round trip God knows where, He asked
somewhat desperately: "Did anyone find Featherbed?” “Well with the
exception of five-and-a-half-hundred runners, No!"

The apirit of the fells was well demonstrated by the runners on their way
down from a marshall-less Featherbed. They sped down tight-lipped, with no
intention of giving the game away to the poor souls slogging their way up.

The problem of increasing numbers is now causing us some concern, Whilst
on the one hand it's nice to play the numbers game, we must consider the
effect that such a large entry has on the guality of the event, and the impact
an the environment of what this year became a procession, Is it time to limit
the numbers. Your views on this will be appreciated.

On a very serious note there was theft of monies and equipment from the
men’s changing room. The culprits have been caught and the mizzing monies
and equipment that [ know about has been returned. Punishment has been
meted out to the culprits by their coach, teachers and parents. If you have
anything missing, please let me know. A depressing episode.

Paul Braithwaite Outdoor Sports provided prizes to a value of £250 — a
special thank-vou for eight years' continuous support.

I: wst thank Tony Ratcliffe who, after last year's "Playing in the Snow"
ceracate, followed up this year with his woodeut of Chew Reservoir from
the Laddow track. Sue Kiveal took a holiday and wrote most of the
certificates, whilst Don's press gang wrote the rest. My wife Pat, and her
valiant team, once again served the food (“the worst job of all™), and Tony &
Sue took the administrative work off me. The usual gang of helpers plus a few,
gtill shell-shocked new hands, turned out. And to them and vou, whose help
no matter how small, is greatly appreciated, many thanks.

Thanks go to the North-West Water Authority, Mr Crowther, Stamford
Estates and Robert Fletcher & Son for access to private land, and to their
tenant farmers for their co-operation. Thanks to the loeal police, the
mountain rescue teams, the 5t John's Ambulance and the Raynet
Organisation.

First Sunday in March next vear — see vou then.



